
MUJS 5535, Jazz Composition & Arranging – Recital 
(2 credits) 
Graduate Level – required of all Jazz Arranging Majors (1 semester) 
Lesson time – fifty minutes once a week as scheduled 
 
Professor: Richard DeRosa 
Richard.DeRosa@unt.edu 
derosamusic@gmail.com 
973-953-1471 
 
Objectives/Outcomes: the student and professor will meet similarly as they did for 
lessons in MUJS5534. Professor will address any remaining issues or concerns with 
regard to completing any music scheduled for the graduate recital. Ultimately the main 
objectives are to prepare for the comprehensive exam and execute the details of the 
recital itself.  
 
The agenda includes: 
 
Securing a performance hall, performers for various ensembles, conducting at least one 
piece and performing on at least one piece, planning rehearsals and rehearsal techniques, 
planning a performance order, organizing a stage crew, piano tuning, video and audio 
recording crews, program notes for each piece, and stage etiquette that includes public 
address (announcing titles of works, soloists and ensembles, acknowledgements, bows, 
etc.).  
 
The lesson time following the recital date will be used for reflection and analysis. Any 
remaining lessons beyond that will be reserved for career planning and counseling per the 
student’s desires.  
 
Production and Assessment 
For minimum satisfactory progress (a grade of B), the recital will contain music that 
spans 40-45 minutes (usually 7 – 8 pieces). The program will include at least two pieces 
for big band (different styles), one piece for orchestral instruments, one piece for solo 
vocalist with instrumental accompaniment or choir (SATB; a cappella or with 
instrumental accompaniment). The professor and student will work together to present a 
suitable program that showcases the student’s talents and career desires most effectively 
while capturing a somewhat comprehensive music agenda. The music content, 
conducting, performance, and stage etiquette will be evaluated. 
 
Attendance policy 
Only an excused absence is acceptable (tour, sickness, academic conflict, other 
extenuating circumstances such as an unforeseen accident). Please do not show 
up with a communicable illness (including colds). The preferred method of 
notification is via e-mail but the phone is acceptable as well. Please notify ASAP. 
Any absence does not relinquish your obligation to meet the creative deadline. 
 



Compliance with Federal Statutes: 
The College of Music complies with "The Americans With Disabilities Act", in 
making reasonable accommodations for qualified students with disability. If you 
have an established disability as defined in this act and would like to request 
accommodations, please see me as soon as possible. 
 
Scholastic Honesty Policy: 
Cheating, in any form, will result in an automatic grade of "F" in the course, the 
removal of the student from the course, and immediate reporting of the student's 
actions to the office of the Dean of Students and to the office of the Dean of the College 
of Music. 
	  


